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(a) Obtain authority to implement a local riparian buffer protection program pursuant to 15A NCAC 2B .0241.
(b) Refrain from issuing local approvals for new development projects unless either:

(i) The person requesting the approval does not propose to impact the riparian buffer of a surface
water that appears on either the most recent versions of the soil survey maps prepared by the
Natural Resources Conservation Service of the United States Department of Agriculture or the
most recent versions of the 1:24,000 scale (7.5 minute quadrangle) topographic maps prepared by
the United States Geologic Survey (USGS).

(ii) The person requesting the approval proposes to impact the riparian buffer of a surface water that
appears on the maps described in Sub-Item (12)(b)(i) of this Rule and either:
(A) Has received an on-site determination from the Division pursuant to Sub-Item (3)(a) of

this Rule that surface waters are not present;
(B) Has received an Authorization Certificate from the Division pursuant to Item (8) of this

Rule for uses designated as Allowable under this Rule;
(C) Has received an Authorization Certificate from the Division pursuant to Item (8) of this

Rule and obtained the Division's approval on a mitigation plan pursuant to Item (10) of
this Rule for uses designated as Allowable with Mitigation under this Rule; or

(D) Has received a variance from the Commission pursuant to Item (9) of this Rule.

(13) OTHER LAWS, REGULATIONS AND PERMITS.  In all cases, compliance with this Rule does not preclude the
requirement to comply with all federal, state and local regulations and laws.

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-214.1; 143-214.7; 143-215.3(a)(1); S.L. 1995, c. 572;

Temporary Adoption Eff. July 22, 1997; Temporary Adoption Eff. June 22, 1999; April 22, 1998; January 22, 1998;Eff.

August 1, 2000.

1.6 - Catawba River Basin Riparian Buffer Rules

15A NCAC 02B .0243  CATAWBA RIVER BASIN:  PROTECTION AND  MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING

RIPARIAN BUFFERS

The following is the management strategy for maintaining and protecting existing riparian buffers along the Catawba River
mainstem below Lake James and along mainstem lakes from and including Lake James to the North Carolina and South
Carolina border in the Catawba River Basin.
(1) PURPOSE.  The purpose of this Rule shall be to protect and preserve existing riparian buffers along the Catawba

River mainstem below Lake James and along mainstem lakes from and including Lake James to the North Carolina
and South Carolina border in the Catawba River Basin in order to maintain their pollutant removal functions as an
aid in protecting the water quality of the lakes and connecting river segments.

(2) DEFINITIONS.  For the purpose of Rules 15A NCAC 02B .0243 and 15A NCAC 02B .0244, these terms shall be
defined as follows:
(a) "Access Trails" means pedestrian trails constructed of pervious or impervious surfaces, and related

structures to access a surface water including boardwalks, steps, rails, signage, etc.
(b) "Archaeological Activities" means activities conducted by a Registered Professional Archaeologist (RPA).
(c) "Airport Facilities" means all properties, facilities, buildings, structures, and activities that satisfy or

otherwise fall within the scope of one or more of the definitions or uses of the words or phrases "air
navigation facility," "airport," or "airport protection privileges" under G.S. 63-1; the definition of
"aeronautical facilities" in G.S. 63-79(1); the phrase "airport facilities" as used in G.S. 159-48(b)(1); the
phrase "aeronautical facilities" as defined in G.S. 159-81 and G.S. 159-97; and the phrase "airport facilities
and improvements" as used in Article V, Section 13, of the North Carolina Constitution, which shall
include, without limitation, any and all of the following:  airports, airport maintenance facilities, clear
zones, drainage ditches, fields, hangars, landing lighting, airport and airport-related offices, parking
facilities, related navigational and signal systems, runways, stormwater outfalls, terminals, terminal shops,
and all appurtenant areas used or suitable for airport buildings or other airport facilities, and all appurtenant
rights-of-way; restricted landing areas; any structures, mechanisms, lights, beacons, marks, communicating
systems, or other instrumentalities or devices used or useful as an aid, or constituting an advantage or
convenience to the safe taking off, navigation, and landing of aircraft, or the safe and efficient operation or
maintenance of an airport or restricted landing area; easements through, or other interests in, air space over
land or water, interests in airport hazards outside the boundaries of airports or restricted landing areas, and
other protection privileges, the acquisition or control of which is necessary to ensure safe approaches to the


